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SHOES FOR EVERY CHILD

Our social workers recently had a big task: fill up the BCI van with 200 pair of brand new shoes - one pair for every 

child in our program - and deliver them to each family. It took many days to get the shoes sorted and distributed, but 

it was a joyful time bringing this blessing to each and every child and family. We know that for the rest of the year all 

of the children have good quality shoes to protect their feet as they travel to and from school and around the town.

If you have bought a home or rented an 

apartment, you have likely felt the “joy” of 

those little discoveries you make after moving 

in: the noisy neighbors upstairs or the room 

that always seems to be mysteriously colder 

than the rest of the house. We made a 

discovery l ike this after opening the 

Bethlehem campus of the BCI Academy this 

past fall. As it turns out, the water line does not 

provide enough water to support the more 

than 1,500 students who attend the school, 

especially during the daytime. 

The Bethlehem campus water line originates 

from a reservoir in town. Water continues to 

flow throughout the night, but we currently 

have no way of capturing it to save it for the 

next school day, meaning that this precious and scare resource 

goes to waste. This also means that the students run out of water 

during the day and are unable to use the drinking fountains and 

toilets. This creates a sanitation issue as well as a dehydration 

risk, particularly during the warmer months of the school year. 

Besides the health concerns, the water 

shortage is a distraction for the students. It is 

difficult to concentrate on your studies when 

you are physically uncomfortable in class. 

In an ideal situation, we would install a well on 

the school property; however, this is a difficult 

task in Ethiopia, as the water is hundreds of feet 

below the surface and requires use of a 

$25,000 well-drilling device. There is also a 

2-year wait list to use the drill. 

The current water usage for the school is more 

than 20,000 Liters per day. In order to provide 

an adequate supply of water, we need to install 

two tanks that each store 10,000 Liters of 

water. These tanks will collect the water that 

flows through the night and hold it for use the 

next school day. The cost to install both tanks, all accessories 

included, is only $1 per student. We think this is a small price to 

pay to enhance the health of more than 1,500 students! We hope 

you will consider partnering with us to make sure our students 

stay clean and hydrated during school hours.
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GROWING PAINS: WATER SHORTAGE AT THE BCI ACADEMY 

BCI Academy BTM Campus Student Data  Water Consumption in Liters  

Grade  Students  Ages  Drinking  Toilet  Hygiene  Total  

Kindergarten  205 3 to 6  615 1,230  1,230  3,075  

Lower Elementary  358 6 to 10  1,074  2,148  2,148  5,370  

Upper Elementary  537 10 to 14  1,611  3,222  3,222  8,055  

High School  498 14+ 1,494  2,988  2,988  7,470  

Total  1,598  3+ 4,794  9,588  9,588 23,970  

 Water Usage Needs for Bethlehem Campus

Young BCI Academy Student

Children Receiving their Shoes After School Happy Guardians Picking up Shoes for their Children



Hundreds of children recently gathered in the school 

courtyard on a sunny afternoon to hear the results of the 

annual BCI English Competition. After a week that 

featured multiple rounds of competition, winners emerged 

at each grade level. Our grand prize winner, Remedan 

Jemal, was thrilled to receive a laptop computer that will 

aid him in his studies. There were many eyes upon him as 

he received his prize, and no doubt these children returned 

home inspired to study hard for next year’s competition.

Congratulations to all of our competitors, and especially to 

Getaneh Yohannes - Grade 6 Champion, and Tinsae 

Teklu - Grade 7 Champion. Getaneh and Yohannes have 

grown up in the BCI program and we are delighted for their 

achievement. 

PRAISE REPORT

IMMEDIATE NEEDS
Rahel & Yordanos

Provide monthly sponsorship for twin 
8-year-old girls.

Need: $90/month ea.
Raised: $90/month ea.
Remaining Need:  $0

Graduation Clothing
Provide university graduates with 

clothing for their presentations.

Need: $590
Raised: $590

Remaining Need:  $0

You can make a donation by phone at (888) 269-2719, by web at or by mail to: www.BlessingtheChildren.org 
Blessing the Children, 2267 Fraser Road, Kawkawlin, MI  48631

BCI Academy Phase 1
Provide building materials to complete 

Phase 1 of the high school addition

Need: $6,925
Raised: $6,925

Remaining Need:  $0

ENGLISH COMPETITION A SUCCESS
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We would like to take a moment to share our gratitude for our wonderful ministry partners. Over the past several 

months, we have been able to bless more than 50 children with Christmas gifts (several photos below), provide all of 

the graduation clothing for our University students, secure sponsorship for six children, inspire thousands of 

students with our annual English competition, complete funding for BCI Academy Phase 1, provide shoes for every 

child, prepare to send 29 missionaries and interns to Ethiopia this spring / summer, and more. Our blessings are 

overflowing right now and we feel grateful for your partnership!

Tinsae Teklu - Grade 7 Champion

Getaneh Yohannes - Grade 6 Champion

Remedan Jemal - Grand Champion

Bereket Abush Tizita Dawit Abreham Adana Kasu

The diet in Ethiopia is very heavy on legumes and proteins. A traditional Ethiopian meal is quite nutrient rich. It is typical for a 

meal to consist of lentils, cabbage, kale, lima beans, and a meat such as chicken or lamb. If you travel to Ethiopia, you will find 

this type of spread in a restaurant or in the home of an upper middle 

class family. The reality for most is much more limited. A typical 

family would eat meat only twice per month because their budgets 

do not allow for this “luxury.” It would be more common to find two 

or three side dishes in a meal, served with injera - a traditional 

Ethiopian bread. Our most needy families may eat only bread or 

may eat just one meal per day.

We want to do what we can to help the children receive adequate 

protein their diets. We were blessed recently with a donation that 

allowed us to add meat and eggs to the school meals. It’s a great 

feeling knowing that our children are receiving more protein in their 

diets and more well-balanced nutrition. Thank you to the donors 

who made this possible!
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Breakfast of Milk, Bread and Eggs

SCHOOL MEALS ENHANCED
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